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“The Protagonist’ s Error” as a Writing Technique in Dostoevsky’ s Works
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Trans. Zhang Biange
Abstract Dostoevsky’s works always possess a certain textual, subtextual or extratextual dimension which
helps to reveal the protagonist’s “aberrations” and “misinterpretations” as errors rather than simply putting them
right. The article shows how Dostoevsky creates this dimension in each separate case, and how it is shaped by
a cohesiveness in the work as a whole, which seems at first glance to be out of all proportion to the protagonist’s
concisely expressed judgement which embodies the error. Nevertheless, this error almost invariably has something

fundamental to say about the character’s worldview.
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